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22nd September 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers  
 

Thank you for your support in getting school back up and running as quickly and effectively as it 
has.  Pupils have settled back in very well now and are cracking on with their learning and getting 
used to the rigours of the classroom again!  With large numbers of pupils being together again 
after such a long period, we are seeing the inevitable colds and coughs that come along with that.  
With the current situation we obviously have to err on the side of caution and where it is 
appropriate; i.e. where any of the three main symptoms of a new continuous cough, a high 
temperature or a loss of taste or smell; request parents get advice from 119 as to whether a test is 
required.  Thank you for your support with that.  There are situations where pupils are feeling well 
but have to self-isolate due to family members showing symptoms and to support their learning 
with this we have a number of links available to work on our school website at: 
 

http://www.alvechurchmiddle.co.uk/work-for-pupils-in-self-isolation/ 
 

As national and local case numbers increase it feels inevitable at some point that a group of pupils 
will be asked to self-isolate, whether that be a year group or a smaller bubble.  In preparation for 
that occurrence we are preparing all our staff and pupils so they are able to continue to access 
‘live’ teaching using online platforms. 
 
All pupils will receive guidance in how to access their lessons and the etiquette expected when 
they are online.  We would now like to share some of those guidelines with you, so that you might 
continue to support their learning in partnership with us.  
  

  Microsoft Teams 
The following details relate to the use of ‘Teams’, the online learning platform that will be used by 
Alvechurch C of E Middle School.  Teams will run on all web-enabled digital devices, including 
desktop computers, laptops, and tablets. If needs must, it will also work on any smartphone, 
although a small screen is not ideal.  We are conscious that some families will have parents and 
other children working online from home simultaneously and that others may be concerned about 
the quality of their home broadband.  Please be reassured that Teams only uses very low 
bandwidth. Where pupils cannot access a device at the time of a lesson then they will be able to 
access a recorded version of the lesson at a time that is more appropriate for them. 
  

  Timetables   
Alvechurch Middle School will run an adapted daily timetable via the online platforms. This sense 
of some normality and routine is an important element of reassurance for pupils during an 
unsettling time.  It is also the most efficient way to ensure continuity of learning for all.  Whilst most 
lessons will be actively taught they will not run for the full 55 minutes scheduled. Lessons will start 
promptly at the normal timetabled time.  
   

http://www.alvechurchmiddle.co.uk/
http://www.alvechurchmiddle.co.uk/work-for-pupils-in-self-isolation/
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  Attendance   
Registers will still be kept, and pupils are responsible for logging in to all of their scheduled 
lessons. Persistent absences will be followed up through the normal pastoral channels.   
  

  Pupil Conduct & Behaviour   
Pupils are expected to log-in to online classes on time and be well prepared with the necessary 
resources. As with a normal School lesson, they are expected to be attentive and participate 
willingly and respectfully. Pupils do not need to wear School uniform when online, but must be 
dressed appropriately for a School environment (no pyjamas, crop tops etc). As with normal 
classes, pupils must not disrupt the learning environment for others.    

  Teaching    
Wherever possible, lessons will echo what would normally occur in the standard physical 
classroom, although some modifications may be appropriate for the digital environment.  Teaching 
will remain active – a mixture of teacher led delivery of course content, discussions, engaging 
assessment activities, or facilitating pupil interaction.   
   

The online learning platforms allow for the sharing of digital content and visual resources.  
PowerPoints may be talked through and visual examples shared.  Reference to other online 
resources such as YouTube clips to be viewed later may also be made. Resources may be 
shared, via epraise, before, during or after a class and pupils should access these resources in a 
timely fashion to ensure their learning is well supported.   
  

  Lesson Practicalities  
Pupils will receive written guidance as well as time within lessons, or form time, to help them 
become familiar with Teams.  
 

Advice will be given about how lessons may best be conducted. Pupils should try to ensure the 
light quality is adequate. Natural light is best e.g. from a nearby window or skylight. Ideally small 
hand-held devices will be avoided as these can cause videos to be shaky and limit the quality of 
interactions.   Pupils should aim to minimise background noise (e.g. phones, pets, building works) 
that may be distracting and interfere with the quality of the learning possible. Background scenes 
that may be distracting are best avoided whilst pupils should be mindful that no personal 
information or items are accidentally shown on screens. For obvious reasons if possible pupils are 
best spending their time online studying with their teachers and peers in a formal setting at a desk 
or table, and ideally not in their bedrooms.   
  

The guidelines for accessing Teams are attached to this communication and is also available on 
the School website.  It would be worthwhile checking your child can access the platform from 
home prior to it being needed. Any parents who may have difficulties accessing the necessary 
hardware are encouraged to speak to the school to arrange support or alternative approaches. 
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Other Updates 
We continue to work in partnership with the other Middle Schools in Bromsgrove and regularly 
review the approaches we are taking to make them as consistent as possible.  At our latest 
review it was decided that: 
 

 Homework will start from next Monday 28th September.  There will be a focus on core 

subjects until half term with other subject areas setting ‘optional’ homeworks.  This will 

enable pupils to get back into the routines and organisation needed gradually.  We will 

implement our normal homework timetable from half term.  All homework will be set via 

ePraise which you have all hopefully managed to login in to now (a parent guide is 

available at https://api.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=guide_parent ) 

 Extra-Curricular Clubs – we are hoping to get these started as soon as is practical and 

capacity of staff allows.  We are working towards a date of week commencing 12th 

October but will update you with more information closer to the time 

 
Stay safe and well. 
 
Kind regards 
 

    
Mr David Snell 
Headteacher  
 

 

https://api.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=guide_parent

