


1. How high is the highest mountain on Earth?

Questions About Planet Earth

2. How long does it take the Earth to spin once on its axis?

3. Will the Earth always spin at this speed? If not, how will it change?

4. How many planets are between us and the Sun and can you name them?

5. Why do we experience summer around one side of the Sun?

6. Why is Earth also called ‘The Blue Planet’?

7. What 3 things make it possible for us to survive on Earth?

Page 2 of 3

8. Why do we need to add an extra day to our year every 4 years?



9. Which fact or piece of information has amazed you the most and why?
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10. Find out more about Challenger Deep on the Internet.



1. How high is the highest mountain on Earth?

8.8km

2. How long does it take the Earth to spin once on its axis?

24 hours/1 day

3. Will the Earth always spin at this speed? If not, how will it change?

No – it is slowing down

4. How many planets are between us and the Sun and can you name them?

2 (Mercury and Venus)

5. Why do we experience summer around one side of the Sun?

The Earth is tilted towards the Sun

6. Why is Earth also called ‘The Blue Planet’?

Water makes up 2/3 of the surface so it looks blue from space.

7. What 3 things make it possible for us to survive on Earth?

Water, air (or oxygen), warmth

9. Which fact or piece of information has amazed you the most and why?

Open ended to discuss.

Due to the fact we have an extra ¼ day every year we orbit the Sun

8. Why do we need to add an extra day to our year every 4 years?

10. Find out more about Challenger Deep on the Internet.

Open ended to discuss. May want to do this as a class with the LA group presenting 
what they have found out.

Answers

Questions About Planet Earth





1. What percentage of Oxygen is in the air we breathe?

Questions About Planet Earth

2. What is the highest thing on Earth?

3. How long does it take the Earth to spin once on its axis?

4. Will the Earth always spin at this speed? If not, how will it change?

5. How many planets are between us and the Sun and can you name them?

6. Why do we experience summer around one side of the Sun?

7. Why is Earth also called ‘The Blue Planet’?

8. What 3 things make it possible for us to survive on Earth?
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9. Why do we need to add an extra day to our year every 4 years?

10. Which fact or piece of information has amazed you the most and why?



1. What percentage of Oxygen is in the air we breathe?

21%

2. What is the highest thing on Earth?

A mountain (the question asks ‘what thing’)

3. How long does it take the Earth to spin once on its axis?

24 hours/1 day

4. Will the Earth always spin at this speed? If not, how will it change?

No – it is slowing down

5. How many planets are between us and the Sun and can you name them?

2 (Mercury and Venus)

6. Why do we experience summer around one side of the Sun?

The Earth is tilted towards The Sun

7. Why is Earth also called ‘The Blue Planet’?

Water makes up 2/3 of the surface so it looks blue from space.

9. Why do we need to add an extra day to our year every 4 years?

Due to the fact we have an extra ¼ day every year we orbit the Sun

Water, air (or oxygen), warmth

8. What 3 things make it possible for us to survive on Earth?

10. Which fact or piece of information has amazed you the most and why?

Open ended to discuss.

Answers

Questions About Planet Earth
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1. What percentage of the air we breathe is not Oxygen?

Questions About Planet Earth

2. What is the difference between the highest and lowest points on Earth?

3. How long does it take the Earth to spin once on its axis?

4. Will the Earth always spin at this speed? If not, how will it change?

5. How many planets are between us and the Sun and can you name them?

6. Why do we experience summer around one side of the Sun?

7. In the Fact File section the author has written ‘approx.’, what is the reason for the full stop in 
this word? 
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9. Why do we need to add an extra day to our year every 4 years?

10. Which fact or piece of information has amazed you the most and why?

8. In the ‘I’m Spinning Around’ section, the author writes:

‘You wouldn’t notice but the Earth’s spin is actually slowing  
down by 17 milliseconds per hundred years’

Why does the author say we wouldn’t notice?



1. What percentage of the air we breathe is not Oxygen?

79%

2. What is the difference between the highest and lowest points on Earth?

17.7km (10.9 + 8.8)

3. How long does it take the Earth to spin once on its axis?

24 hours/1 day

4. Will the Earth always spin at this speed? If not, how will it change?

No – it is slowing down

5. How many planets are between us and the Sun and can you name them?

2 (Mercury and Venus)

6. Why do we experience summer around one side of the Sun?

The Earth is tilted towards The Sun

7. In the Fact File section the author has written ‘approx.’, what is the reason for the full stop in 
this word?

To abbreviate the word – full word: approximately

Discuss: why do this? Can you think of other examples?

9. Why do we need to add an extra day to our year every 4 years?

Due to the fact we have an extra ¼ day every year we orbit The Sun

Discuss: Because the decrease is happening so gradually/slowly

8. In the ‘I’m Spinning Around’ section, the author writes:

‘You wouldn’t notice but the Earth’s spin is actually slowing  
down by 17 milliseconds per hundred years’

Why does the author say we wouldn’t notice?

Answers

Questions About Planet Earth

10. Which fact or piece of information has amazed you the most and why?

Open ended to discuss.


