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18th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers  
 

Coronavirus Update following Secretary of State’s Statement 
 
I wanted to brief you as soon as I became aware of this information. Following the government’s 
announcement this afternoon, I am writing to inform you that Alvechurch C of E Middle School 
will close at 3.30 pm on Friday 20th March 2020 until further notice (STEPs after school provision 
will continue until 6 pm as normal).  This is an unprecedented and extremely challenging time 
for us all and I know you will be supporting each other in the community. 
 
As detailed in my previous letters together with the information regarding Remote Learning, 
from Monday 23rd March until Friday 3rd April, lessons will be provided through ePraise and staff 
will be updating that regularly with new activities. There is already generic work and revision 
activities available via the school website (under curriculum tab, work for pupils in self-
isolation) should you require access to more material. 
 
Provision will be made for students in receipt of Free School Meals, and we will confirm these 
arrangements in a separate letter which will set out the options for providing these over the 
next fortnight. 
 
Respectfully, please could I ask parents not to phone the school with queries in relation to the 
announcement, as we have no additional information at this time and we need to protect the 
capacity of our reception staff at this exceptionally challenging time. Rest assured, when I have 
further information, you will be informed immediately. Clearly the government believes now is 
the right time to close schools in order to stem the spread of the virus.  
 
The government has taken into account childcare issues for key workers with children. There is 
no definitive guidance as what is classed as a ‘key worker’ but we do know it includes NHS staff, 
police and delivery drivers who need to be able to go to work.  There will be a full list produced 
by the government tomorrow which we will forward when we have it.  There is also an 
expectation that children with Education and Health Care Plans (EHCPs) and/or a social worker 
will also be able to access this childcare if they deem it necessary, we will contact those parents 
separately. 
 
Key Workers that feel they will need access to this facility please contact 
office@alvechurch.worcs.sch.uk , under the subject heading of ‘Key Worker – Your child’s 
name’. Within the message, please detail your child’s name, tutor group, your most up-to-date 
contact details and your occupation.  To aid our planning, we must receive this information by 
9.00am on Friday 20th March at the latest.  
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We have already cancelled parents evening for years 5 and 8.  As an alternative, you are able to 
request an email update from up to 4 subject teachers for your child/children which will be sent 
out to you before the end of term. To enable us to know which subjects you would like an 
update from, please could you complete the form that is available on the home page of our 
school website using the ‘Parent Subject Update’ link.  We are still planning to get annual 
reports for years 6 and 7 out before Friday 3rd April. 

 
Finally, thank you for all your support in these unprecedented times. Please monitor our website 
and keep checking emails regularly, as I will send updates as and when we receive further 
information. In the meantime, please stay safe and well, and I wish you and your families all the 
very best 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Mr D M Snell 

 


