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9th September 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope you all had a great summer and made the most of the snippets of hot weather we got!  Our new year 

5s have settled really well into their new school and have been impressing staff on how quickly they are getting 

used to everything that is new to them.  Throughout the school the start to term has been very pleasing with 

everyone settling into their new classes and we have been delighted to see the smiling faces around the 

building.   

 

The school continues to grow and it is now the largest it has ever been in terms of pupil numbers.  As ever 

we know that communication needs to be as proactive as possible, especially with the larger numbers, and 

will be endeavouring to make that as efficient as possible.  The central hub to that communication is the 

ePraise website that we use for all our rewards and sanctions.  This portal keeps you up to date with your 

child’s achievements and will also be used to log any issues that have occurred in school.  This is the first 

year that we have not used pupil planners in school and all homework will be set and logged via the ePraise 

system.  We will also be using ePraise for subject parents’ evenings in the New Year.  It is therefore crucial 

that you log into the system and set your user details up.  We have attached a guide to help you with that, it 

is important that you are using the same email address that you provided us at school. 

 

Our computer systems are fully up to date with the latest software and operating systems.  The IT system will 

soon enable pupils to login to the school system from home and access both their documents and all the 

software we use in school.  It also gives you access to licences for using office 365, see attached guide also. 

 

We have welcomed a number of new staff to our team: Miss Welsh joins the year 7 form team and will be 

teaching English across the school; Miss Condlyffe, who was a trainee teacher with us last year joins the year 

5 team; Ms Pierpoint also joins the year 5 team for 2 days a week; Miss Bryan and Mrs Lawler have joined 

our SEN team as teaching assistants and will be supporting pupils across the school.  

 

Extra-curricular clubs will be getting going over the next couple of weeks so do keep your eye on the school 

website, and other communications regarding those.  We encourage the pupils to get involved in as many 

aspects of school life as possible to develop their skills in different areas but also to get to know new people 

and develop new friendships. 

 

We pride ourselves on the culture of reading in the school and this is linked to our Reading Reward Scheme 

which enables pupils to earn certificates and badges over the year.  It is important that pupils have a book to 

read with them in school every day.  They can access the public library every Thursday lunchtime from which 

they can loan books. 

 

Pupils arrived at school looking very smart.  We take pride in our pupils’ appearance and it is an important 

part of school life in which we also hope they take pride.  Could I take this opportunity to point out that girls’ 

skirts should be a school skirt and must not be the tighter, fashion skirt of stretchy fabric.  
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Skirts should also be a reasonable length and jeans style ‘school’ trousers are not permitted.  Shoes should 

be proper school shoes, i.e. no canvas on the upper parts.  Shops, and children, try and convince us that 

black trainers are acceptable but please keep to what we all know are proper school shoes, we have spares 

in school should there be a problem.  Thank you for helping us to keep to our high standards. 

 

We do not believe that pupils need their mobile phones in school as we have every means possible of 

contacting you should there be an issue.  If you feel that they need a phone in school for after school purposes, 

then they can be left at the reception desk first thing in the morning for safekeeping.  They can then be 

collected at the end of the day.  Phones are not to be used at any time in the school day or on the premises 

without permission.  If phones are seen, or heard, they will be confiscated and parents/carers will be asked to 

collect them from school.  Any phones brought into school without permission will be entirely at the owner’s 

risk. 

 

May I respectfully remind parents that for safety reasons we request you do not park your cars on the school 

premises at the end of the day.  Could you especially avoid parking in the disabled bays if you do not 

have a blue badge and also around the turning circle as it prevents buses from getting around to pick 

the pupils up.  It is very busy around school at the end of the day and the pupils’ safety is paramount. 

 

The vast majority of information you require, including any letters which go home and the up-to-date school 

calendar, is available through our school website.  We do encourage parents to get in contact if you have any 

concerns so that we can respond as quickly as possible and worries are dealt with.  Communication is 

welcome by phone, email (all staff emails are available on the school website), or letter.  Contact by email is 

best for teaching staff.  Please also ensure that all your contact details are up to date and you let us know of 

any changes in phone numbers or email addresses as all staff will use email and text messaging to contact 

parents at times. 

 

I look forward to meeting new parents, and welcoming back ‘old’ ones at the various evenings we have 

approaching.  These include: 

 

Tuesday 24th September – Settling In Parents Evening 

Monday 7th October – Open Evening 

 
Kind regards 

 

 
 
Mr David Snell 
Headteacher 


