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8th September 2017 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 

I hope you had a great summer and managed to enjoy the short spells of sunshine we had in between all the 

showers.  I’m sure the children were bursting with enthusiasm to get started on Monday!  We welcomed 111 

new Year 5 pupils and another 6 into Year 7 who all arrived smart, excited and a little nervous.  They have 

soon settled and are confidently finding their way around.   
 

A few changes have been made in preparation for the school year to include a new timetable structure which 

means Year 5 and 6 have a slightly different timetable to Years 7 and 8.  I am sure pupils will get to grips 

with it far quicker than our staff!  We also changed a number of elements of our Behaviour Policy, the new 

version is available on our school website.  We also roll out the ePraise system across all year groups.  Look 

out for a letter coming soon which will give you access to your child’s area so you can monitor both rewards 

and sanctions and keep track of their behaviour.  We are also pleased to share a new computer system has 

been installed with latest software and operating systems.  The new IT will soon enable pupils to login to the 

school system from home and access both their documents and all software used in school. 
 

With all these changes in mind, we invite you to a Parent Information Evening on Wednesday 20th September 

6.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.  This will take form of a presentation in the Oval hall.  This is an opportunity to share 

how these new systems will play a role in keeping you informed about your child’s progress in school.  Due 

to capacity of our hall this is a parent only event, apologies for any inconvenience. 
 

We are pleased to welcome new (and old!) staff to our team: Mr Clayton re-joins us for Autumn Term, having 

previously worked here for 9 years, as a teacher of Humanities and Maths and also as a Year 8 Form Tutor.  

Mr McEwan joins us as a newly qualified teacher and will be delivering Humanities lessons across the school 

and as class 5AM Form Tutor.  We also welcome Mr Selman who joins our teaching assistant’ teams and 

Miss Moseley a trainee teacher who will predominantly be working alongside Miss Faulkner. 
 

Extra-curricular clubs will be announced over the next couple of weeks please keep an eye on our school 

calendar and other communications regarding these.  We do encourage pupils to get involved in as many 

aspects of school life as possible to develop their skills in different areas and to meet new people and develop 

new friendships. 
 

My year 8 maths class have already begun complaining about the amount of homework they have so it’s 

good to know that’s got going!  Our Homework Policy is available on the school website and indicates how 

much homework each pupil should have per week and also the subject-based projects which will be 

scheduled for a half term to run alongside core subject homework which will be set weekly.  It also sets out 

how much time each pupil should be spending on homework but of course, you as parents are best placed 

to judge how much time and effort they have put in.  It is never our intention to have pupils spending too long 

on homework pieces although every pupil is different in how they approach it.  If ever you feel they have 

spent enough time on a piece, then please do not hesitate to stop them and inform their subject teacher via 

their planner. 
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We pride ourselves on the culture of reading in school and this is linked to our Reading Reward Scheme 

which enables pupils to earn certificates and badges over the year.  It is important that pupils have a book to 

read with them in school every day.  They can access the public library every Thursday lunchtime from which 

they can loan books. 
 

We take pride in our pupils’ appearance and it is an important part of school life in which we also hope they 

take pride.  Could I take this opportunity to point out that girls’ skirts should be a school skirt and must not be 

the tighter, fashion skirt of stretchy fabric.  A guide is included in your child’s planner.  Trainers and jeans 

style ‘school’ trousers are not permitted.  Thank you for helping us to keep to our high standards. 
 

We do not believe that pupils need their mobile phones in school as we have every means possible of 

contacting you should there be an issue.  If you feel they need a phone in school for after school purpose 

then they can be left at the reception desk first thing in the morning for safekeeping and collected at the end 

of the day, please ensure phones are labelled.  Phones are not to be used at any time on school premises 

without permission.  If phones are seen, or heard, they will be confiscated and parents/carers will be asked 

to collect them from school.  Any phones brought into school will be entirely at the owner’s risk.  
 

May I respectfully remind parents that for safety reasons we request you do not park your cars on the school 

premises between 3.00 p.m.- 3.40 p.m.  Could you especially avoid parking in the disabled bays if you 

do not have a blue badge and also around the turning circle as it prevents buses from getting around 

to pick the pupils up. Blue badges must be displayed.  It is very busy around school at the end of the day 

and the pupils’ safety is paramount. 
 

The vast majority of information you require, including letters emailed home and up-to-date school calendar, 

is available on our school website www.alvechurchmiddle.co.uk . We encourage parents to get in touch with 

us if there are any concerns, communication is welcomed by phone, email (all staff emails are available on 

the school website), or letter.  Contact by email is best for teaching staff or if appropriate to do so messages 

can be added in your child’s planner.  To ensure you do not miss any information please inform us of any 

changes to your mobile number or email address. 
 

I look forward to meeting and welcoming all our parents to the following evenings: 
 

Wednesday 20th September 6.00 p.m.~ Parent Information Evening – Oval Hall 

Tuesday 26th September ~ 4.00 p.m. Settling In Parents Evening – with Class teachers in class rooms  

Monday 2nd October ~ 7.00 p.m. PTA Annual General Meeting & Planning for 2017-18 

 

 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Mr David Snell 
Headteacher 
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